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LISTEN

AT ARCADIA GOD DOESN’T 
SPEAK ANY LOUDER, 
IT IS JUST EASIER TO HEAR HIM.
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CAMP ARCADIA EXISTS  
...to provide a setting for families and individuals to “vacation with God.”  We want you 
to be renewed in spirit, mind and body - as you are surrounded by God’s creation and 
live in community with other Christians.

Camp Arcadia, located in Northwest Michigan, is a non-profit, Lutheran, family resort 
and retreat center on the sandy shores of Lake Michigan. It is owned and operated 
by the Lutheran Camp Association (LCA), which is comprised of approximately 1,000 
individuals and families.  During the summer we offer consecutive weeks for families to 
enjoy a Christ-centered, all-inclusive vacation.  You do not have to be Lutheran or an 
LCA member to attend.

At Arcadia, guests experience outstanding Christ-centered service from our staff 
while reconnecting with one another and the Lord in a fun-filled, safe and peaceful 
setting. Accommodations include guest rooms in our large lakeside Inn and a few 
nearby cottages.  We are known for serving outstanding family-style meals, offering 
challenging and meaningful Christian education, and providing recreational activities 
for the whole family.

Camp Arcadia also has retreats for teens, older adults, men, and women.  See our 
2017 schedule on page eight.

To learn more about Camp Arcadia, please visit camp-arcadia.com
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MISSION: The mission of the LCA is to provide a setting for Christian families and 
individuals to vacation with God, and to foster the renewal of the whole person — spirit, 
mind, and body — amid the beauty of God’s creation and in fellowship with other 
Christians.

WHAT IS THE LCA? Camp Arcadia is owned and operated by the Lutheran Camp  
Association (LCA). The LCA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization consisting of approxi-
mately 1,000 families and individuals.  This group of committed Arcadians supports 
Camp Arcadia’s ministry through their prayers, gifts, and by voting for the LCA Board of 
Directors and on other matters at the annual membership meeting.  They are also given 
the opportunity to register early for a vacation at Camp Arcadia.  Families or individuals 
may apply to join the Lutheran Camp Association for a one-time donation of $400. 

Box 229 Arcadia, MI 49613
camp-arcadia.com

Phone: (231) 889-4361
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Camp Arcadia is set on 110 acres of Lake Michigan shoreline and woodland property. 
From its traditional white-sided, green-trimmed exterior to the homey delight of the red 
checkered table runners in the dining room, to the hand-painted Native American and 
Western motifs in the Wigwam, Camp Arcadia is a place where we escape from the 
hustle of our lives and reconnect with God and family.

Camp’s three main buildings (Inn, Wigwam, and Assembly) are located around a central 
patio area just steps from Lake Michigan’s shoreline. All buildings have been recently 
renovated, are wheelchair accessible and feature wood floors and views of Lake 
Michigan.

THE INN
Guests stay in our 44-room Inn or in one of five cottages located a short distance 
from the central resort area. The Inn, built in 1925 and refurbished in 1999, features 40 
“traditional” Inn rooms and four rooms with private baths.  All rooms have a sink, mirror, 
beds, dresser, and shelving units. All linens are provided. The four Inn rooms with private 
baths are all on the second floor. Most Inn rooms have either a queen and a bunk bed 
or two queen or double-size beds. Some rooms accommodate large families. All rooms 
have heat. Very clean, shared bathrooms are conveniently located along the hallways.  
First floor rooms and bathrooms are handicapped accessible. Children under 15 are 
housed with their parents; teens 15 and older have the opportunity to share same-
gender rooms with other teens.

COTTAGES
Five camp-owned cottages are located one block from Camp Arcadia. Cottages have 
kitchenettes (with limited cooking and eating utensils, a small refrigerator and range), 
dining areas, living areas and private bathrooms. Linens are provided, as well as fresh 
towels daily.  Cottage guests eat all meals in the Inn dining room. Cottages do not have a 
telephone, radio or TV, but do have heat.  

WIGWAM
The Wigwam is home to the Trading Post, an old-fashioned soda fountain shop, where 
you can enjoy ice cream, candy, popcorn and soda.  In the Wigwam you’ll also find the 
Round Up, a large game room where you can play ping pong, billiards, foosball, and 
indoor bowling and shuffleboard.  This room also includes card tables and a quiet room.

ASSEMBLY
This building is where we come together as a community to enjoy the staff and camper 
talent shows and the adult morning Bible studies.  In the back of the Assembly you find 
Camp’s history display - giving guests an opportunity to learn more about Arcadia’s 94 
years of ministry.  There are also rooms for the nursery and pre-school programs.

RECREATIONAL
Our facilities include courts for basketball, tennis and shuffleboard, fields for baseball 
and soccer, a low ropes course, craft shop, Ga-Ga Pit, nature activities, hiking trails, 
kayaking, stand up paddle boarding, and an expanse of unbroken shoreline available for 
exploring and enjoying.

See our website for more detailed information about our facilities. 

FACILITIES

THE TRADING POST

TRADITIONAL INN ROOM

JUNIPER COTTAGE

INN FRONT PORCH

GARDEN/TENNIS COURTS3  CAMP ARCADIA 2017 SEASON
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Camp Arcadia has something for everyone! The wide array 
of activities offered each day will keep even the most active 
member of the family busy all day. The opportunity to choose 
what to participate in each day makes each day a perfect fit 
for every member of the family. Each week features a pair of 
“deans” who act as spiritual leaders for the week, offering daily 
BIble Study and table prayers.

At Arcadia you are invited to play tennis, kayak, swim in Lake 
Michigan, hike along the beach and through the forest, learn 
about God’s creation, watch the sunset over Lake Michigan, 
see area sights like the Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore, shop at local resort villages, play golf at area 
championship courses, enjoy ice cream at Camp Arcadia’s 
Trading Post, and relax as you read a book or take a nap in one 
of our Adirondack chairs.

FAMILY WEEKS - Arcadia’s Family and Labor Day Retreats 
are designed for inter-generational vacationing. In addition 
to the activities listed above, during a family week you might 
square dance, play basketball, shuffleboard, softball, create 
something in the craft shop, participate in a talent show, 
compete in family games or shoot archery. You will be engaged 
spiritually through the daily adult morning Bible study, lectures 
and worship.  While adults are in their program, children (ages 
three through college) are engaged in their own Bible Study 
or activities led by our program staff. A nursery is available for 
those under three. Daily programming also features activities 
(athletic, crafts, nature) for children and adults to do on their 
own or in family groups. Volleyball is played each evening after 
dinner and is followed by another family participation event 
such as square dancing.

FALL & OTHER RETREATS - Camp Arcadia has a full fall 
schedule of retreats available.  We offer four Fall Confirmation 
Retreats for 7th and 8th graders, two Women’s Retreats, and a 
Men’s Retreat.  There is also a weeklong Lutherhostel Retreat 
for older adults (age 50 and older) and a week in early June for 
golfers, and non-golfers, called Golf & the Gospel. 

RESPITE CARE - The Kingdom of God affirms the dignity 
and value of all people regardless of the capacities.  We 
honor guests with special needs and their families by creating 
opportunities tailored to them to be renewed in, “Spirit, 
Mind, and Body.”  Camp Arcadia’s Respite Program assigns 
caring staff that will work to carry out a plan as defined by 
conversations with each family. If you are interested or would 
like more information about this program please contact the 
Camp Arcadia office.

TEEN WEEKS - Teens spend a week with their peers in a safe 
and engaging environment where they meet new friends, laugh 
with old friends, build relationships, play outdoors, and grow 
in faith. Adult counselors work with each group to encourage, 
teach and lead them both in fun activities and in meaningful 
faith discussion. Deans lead worship and prayer experiences 
which teens will remember for a lifetime. Additional teen week 
information is available on our website.

WORSHIP - Worship is integral to the Camp Arcadia 
experience.  Whether you are here for a weekend or a week, 
you will have opportunities to worship together.  We have 
evening vespers services at the Chapel on the Beach, an 
outdoor worship space overlooking Lake MIchigan.  We also 
lead candlelit, contemplative worship called Arcadia Evening 
Prayer.  Sunday morning worship during the summer months 
usually takes place at Trinity Lutheran Church in the village of 
Arcadia, a short walking distance from the Camp.

PROGRAMMING

“Camp Arcadia provides 
my family a safe, Christian 

community where we are fed 
spiritually and renewed and 

strengthened.”
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DINING

SAMPLE MENU:
A DAY AT CAMP

Shared meals in the Camp dining room with friends and family will be a highlight 
of your stay. This is where the community comes together to be renewed in 
body and spirit, through three meals each day.  Most meals are served “family 
style.”  The meals feature fresh local produce, many locally raised hormone 
free meats, healthy made-from-scratch entrees, and homemade breads and 
desserts.  At Camp Arcadia, we do all the work and you get to relax.

BREAKFAST
Scrambled eggs and bacon

Fresh buttermilk biscuits
Fresh fruit bowl and juice

LUNCH
Beef brisket baguette w/ BBQ 

cream cheese
Kale salad w/ cherries and toasted 

walnuts
Potato chips

Fresh fruit
Oatmeal raisin cookies

Vegetarian Option:  Cheese tortellini 
w/ basil pesto

DINNER
Sourdough bread and butter
Salad w/ apples, cranberries, 

pepitas and fresh lemon dressing
Chicken breast w/ roasted 

garlic cream sauce
Wild rice and sugar snap peas

Peach cobbler w/cream
Vegetarian Option:  Fried

 rice w/ tofu
Kid’s option: Macaroni and cheese

NOTE: Varieties of cereal and yogurt, as 
well as homemade peanut butter and jelly, 
are available at each meal upon request.

 “We particularly enjoy the meal 
times; with prayer, songs, good 
food all in the company of our 

family and friends.“ 

CAMP ARCADIA 2017 SEASON  5
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LISTEN
A NOTE FROM CHIP
At Arcadia, God doesn’t speak any louder, it is just easier 
to hear him. With the distractions removed, the voices 
competing for your attention quieted, life becomes more 
simple. The “still small voice of God” is more easily heard. 
The ring and buzz of the cell phone is replaced by the sound 
of waves lapping at the shore. Hectic meal times turn into 
meaningful time with your family enjoying wonderful meals. 
The glow of the screen is traded in for stunning sunsets over 
the lake. Instead of running errands you get to take walks on 
the beach. It is in these moments you have time to  
truly listen.

It is our hope and prayer that at Arcadia you have the time 
and space to hear more clearly God’s call to live life to the 
fullest - laugh, learn, play, eat, worship and enjoy much 
needed time with friends and family. I hope you are renewed 
in spirit, mind and body - allowing you to re-enter life filled 
up with the love of Christ, ready to share it with others. 

So, I invite you to come and listen. To let yourself listen 
to what matters most in life - to your Savior who is telling 
you that you are loved and forgiven, and to your family and 
friends that remind you that you are a part of a family of God 
that shares your burdens and loves you very much. 

In Christ,

Chip May, Executive Director

A Note From Chip

6

CHIP, SARAH, GRACE, KATE AND CHARLIE MAY

“It is our hope and prayer that at 
Arcadia you have the time and 

space to hear more clearly God’s 
call to live life to the fullest.”

“In a world that is 
constantly changing, time 

spent at Camp Arcadia 
stays the same.”
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Since 1922, Camp Arcadia has been a place of timeless 
values. Friends, new and old, call Arcadia home. Arcadia 
is where you are freed from the busyness of daily living to 
connect more deeply with God and each other. To build this 
unique ministry and vision, generations of Arcadians have 
supported Camp by investing in its future.
 
Your generosity is vital to Camp Arcadia’s ministry.  We 
depend on your support to continually improve this ministry 
for you and your family. Your donations provide for improve-
ments to buildings, programs, grounds, and offer financial 
scholarships to guests. They also allow us to keep our facili-
ties in great shape, prepare excellent meals, bring in engag-
ing teachers, and hire outstanding staff, all while keeping our 
guest rates affordable.
 
Please know that gifts of any amount are helpful. You are 
also encouraged to consider becoming a monthly donor 
to our ministry. Visit camp-arcadia.com to give an 
on-line donation, or call the camp office to learn more 
(231) 889-4361.

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR FUTURE ARCADIANS
Over the past 90 years families have come to Arcadia to be 
renewed in spirit, mind and body. Throughout these years, 
individuals have provided leadership and financial support to 
make the Arcadia experience possible for their children and 
grandchildren.  By including Camp in your estate planning 
you can help ensure that Camp Arcadia continues to be a 
sacred place devoted to giving families and individuals a 
vacation with God.  

The Arcadia Foundation’s purpose is to ensure that Camp 
Arcadia’s ministry continues to thrive for future generations.  
The Arcadia Foundation Committee was created in 1991 by 
the Lutheran Camp Association membership to administer 
endowment funds which help ensure the long-term sup-
port of Camp Arcadia.  Funds received by the Foundation 
Committee are invested to generate income for projects to 
help guarantee the long-term stability and growth of Camp 
through program enrichment, capital improvements, and 
financial scholarships for guests.

The Arcadia Foundation has launched the Camp Arcadia 
Legacy Builders - an initiative to encourage all of us who 
love the camp to include Arcadia in our estate plans.  The 
creation of the Legacy Builders gives all of us the chance to 
have our estate gift recognized, thus providing encourage-
ment to others.   As of October 2016, we have close to 100 
families and individuals that are Legacy Builders.

To learn more about making an estate gift to Camp Arcadia 
please call the camp office at (231) 889-4361.

SUPPORT 
FOR CAMP 
ARCADIA

 “With Legacy Builders, we have time to 
build a legacy, to reflect on how we can 
help camp enrich future generations of 
our family and other families, as it has 

enriched ours.”
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Opening the Camp – Volunteer Weekend

Golf & the Gospel 
 Rob Kasper

Alpha Teen Retreat  -  For teens going into 9th or 10th grade.
 Travis Hartjen

Omega Teen Retreat  - For teens going into 10th, 11th or 12th grade.
 Bill Yonker

Family Week 1 
 Fred Niedner & *Kristin Lewis

Family Week 2
 Scott Christenson & *Heather Choate Davis  w/ Bob Unger, †Cantor

Family Week 3
 Ron Glusenkamp & Peter Mayer

Family Week 4 
 Scott Seidler & *Johnson Rethinasamy

Family Week 5 
 John Nunes & *Anthony Bradley

Family Week 6 
 Gabe Kasper, Heath Carter & Paul Maier – evening lecturer

Family Week 7 
 Scott Bruzek & Arthur Just w/ Kevin Hildebrand, †Cantor 

Family Week 8 (Six-Night Stay)
 Matt Popovits  & *Ken Chitwood 

Family Week 9 (Six-Night Stay)
 *Bill Cwirla & *Yohannes Mengsteab

Lutherhostel (Six-Night Stay)
            *Joel Christiansen & *Bill Diekelman w/ Pat Leege, †Cantor

Labor Day Family Weekend   *Trevor Sutton 

LLL Men’s Retreat                        Mike Newman 

Women’s Retreat I                       *Angie Goeke 

Women’s Retreat II   *Heather Choate Davis

Fall Confirmation Retreat I  *Dave McGinley 

Fall Confirmation Retreat II  Marc Schwitchenberg

Fall Confirmation Retreat III  Matt Hoffmann

Fall Confirmation Retreat IV  *Henry Graf 

Closing the Camp – Volunteer Weekend

OW

GG

ATR

OTR

FW1

FW2

FW3

FW4

FW5

FW6

FW7

FW8

FW9

LH

LD

MR

WR1

WR2

FC1

FC2

FC3

FC4

CW

 Date                            Retreat                                                                                                        Code        

$0

$125

$200

$200

$125

$125

$125

$125

$125

$125

$125

$125

$125

$125

$75

$75

$75

$75

$50 

$50

$50

$50

$0

  Retreat          
Deposit**

*This is a new presenter at Camp Arcadia.     †Cantor – Church Music Leader.      
**Children ages 2 and under are free and require no deposit.

May 26 - 29

June 3 - 9

June 11 - 17

June 18 - 24

June 24 - July 1

July 1 - 8 

July 8 - 15

July 15 - 22

July 22 - 29

July 29 - August 5

August 5 - 12

August 12 - 18

August 19 - 25

August 26 - Sept. 1

September 1  - 4

September 7 - 10

September 15 - 17

September 22 - 24

Sept. 29 - Oct. 1

October 6 - 8

October 13 - 15

October 20 - 22

October 27 - 29

2017 Camp Arcadia Retreat Schedule
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ADDITIONAL RATE DETAILS
Camp Arcadia rates (U.S. dollars) include lodging in a traditional Inn room, three meals daily, activities and use of all facilities.  Ages of children are to 
be calculated based on their age at the start of vacation at Camp Arcadia. If applicable, housing surcharges are added once to the entire group’s base 
registration fee.  Housing surcharges for men’s and women’s retreats are $26 per person staying in the housing unit.

2017 Camp Arcadia Rates

CAMP ARCADIA
MANAGEMENT TEAM

Family Weeks Labor Day Men's Women's

RETREAT CODE -> GG ATR OTR LH LD MR
FC1, FC2

FC3 & FC4
 On-Site Rates

Adult (18+) 424  -- 573 502 441 226 205 193 100
Adult, single occupancy  --

386 414
678 595  -- 265  --  -- --

Teen (14-17)  -- 453 392  -- 210  --  -- 126
Youth (7-13)  --  -- 342 287  -- 144  --  -- 126
Child (3-6)  --  -- 237 198  -- 110  --  -- --
Baby (0-2)  --  -- 0 0  -- 0  --  -- --

 Housing Surcharge All Family Weeks Labor Day Men's and Women's

Private Bath Inn Room 298 122  26 per person* 
Aspen Cottage 326 132  26 per person* 
Cedar Cottage 358 152  26 per person* 
Birch Cottage 414 160  26 per person* 
Spruce Cottage 441 176  26 per person* 
Juniper Cottage 529 210  26 per person* 

125 200 200 125 125 125 75 75 75 50

 * This housing surcharge is a per person rate added to the registration fee.

Golf 
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Golf 
Retreat

Luther-
hostel

 Minimum Deposit, 
 per paying guest

248
254
276
276
 331
414

248
254
276
276
 331
414

--

--
--
--

Omega
Teen

Retreat

Alpha
Teen

Retreat

 ----

“At Camp Arcadia 
you get an all-
encompassing, 

affordable, family 
centered vacation 
that simply is hard

to beat!”

 Date                            Retreat                                                                                                        Code        
  Retreat          

Chip May,  Executive Director  
chip@camp-arcadia.com

Kurt Harvey,  Chef 
kurt@camp-arcadia.com

Rachel Catanese, Office Manager 
rachel@camp-arcadia.com

Franco Marano, Caretaker 
franco@camp-arcadia.com

 
Joe Frederick, Caretaker
 joe@camp-arcadia.com

Leah Sallach, Operations Director
leah@camp-arcadia.com

Jess McCallum, Program Director
jess@camp-arcadia.com
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“God is there at every turn; in the beauty of Camp, the speaking of 
God’s word and in caring fellow campers and staff.”

“At Arcadia 
we get to rest 
and abide in 
Jesus, enjoy 
the outdoors 
and play 
together.”

“Camp Arcadia provides a wonderful 
time and place for real physical and 
spiritual rest and renewal.”
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Camp has set a good 
course for life - 

find time to be still 
and see what God 

has to say…

“There is 
opportunity 
to be alone, 
to fellowship 
with others, 
and options 
for creativity,  
recreation, 
and learning.”
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2017 RETREAT 
DESCRIPTIONS
VOLUNTEER WEEKEND 
MAY 26 - 29         OPEN UP CAMP
The annual Work Weekend brings volunteers together to clean,
paint, rake, build, and prepare the buildings for the coming
summer season.  We limit the number of volunteers during this
weekend for greatest efficiency.  Please contact the Camp 
Office for further information.

GOLF & THE GOSPEL 
JUNE 3 - 9    ROB KASPER
This specialty vacation for adult golfers & non-golfers alike is 
designed for those people looking for relaxation, exploration, 
& enjoyable golf combined with Christian fellowship. Guests 
enjoy delicious food served in our charming Inn dining room, 
golfing at some of the best courses in the country, exploring 
lots of local points of interest, & relaxing at Camp.

Rev. Dr. Rob Kasper is an assistant to the President of the 
Michigan District, LCMS. 

ALPHA TEEN RETREAT 
JUNE 11 - 17  TRAVIS HARTJEN
FOR TEENS GOING INTO 9TH OR 10TH GRADE
Teens will spend a week with Pastor Travis Hartjen and 
adult counselors, being challenged to grow in a living and 
meaningful walk with Jesus. Lots of fun activities, time to learn, 
and the opportunity to make new friends make this retreat an  
awesome experience. 

Rev. Travis Hartjen is pastor of Tangible Grace Fellowship in 
Austin, TX.  

OMEGA TEEN RETREAT 
JUNE 18 - 24  BILL YONKER
FOR TEENS GOING INTO 10TH, 11TH OR 12TH GRADE  
Teens spend a week with Pastor Bill Yonker and adult 
counselors, exploring faith issues that deal with young adult 
situations, concerns and conflicts.  This is not advanced 
Sunday School, but deepening faith in Jesus Christ and 
strengthening relationships with the Lord, other Christians and 
non-Christians alike.

Rev. Bill Yonker is Senior Pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Dundee, IL. 

FAMILY WEEK 1 
JUNE 24 - JULY 1  FRED NIEDNER & 
KRISTIN LEWIS
LIVING THE LIFE ETERNAL AMONG THE COMMUNION 
OF SAINTS
We read books about heaven by people who claim to have 
visited, and we enjoy jokes and cartoons about hell’s latest 
arrivals, but what does the Bible teach about what lies beyond 
the bounds of space and time? What is “the life eternal” that 
Jesus promises his followers? Where, when, and with whom do 
we live it? 

Rev. Dr. Fred Niedner taught biblical studies in Valparaiso 
University’s Department of Theology for 40 years. As a “Senior 
Research Professor” since 2014, he assists with Valpo’s new 
faculty orientation and the Institute of Liturgical Studies. 

CALLED TO COMMUNITY
The scriptures are full of stories of God calling people together 
to live in community. We will journey together as a community 
through some of these holy stories; exploring where God meets 
us, transforms us, and how God is calling each of us to live in 
community.   

Deaconess Kristin Lewis is Co-Director of Education & 
Formation for the Lutheran Deaconess Association in 
Valparaiso, IN.  She also serves as an adjunct faculty at 
Valparaiso University in the Theology Department. 
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stage you probably and understandably don’t) you can 
comfortably and capably insert faith into any conversation.  
Come prepared to be prepared to bring God into the everyday 
life you lead in ways you never thought possible. Really. 

Rev. Dr. Scott Seidler serves as the Senior Pastor at Concordia 
Lutheran Church in Kirkwood, MO. 

WALKING BY THE FAITH
In this presentation, Pastor Johnson Rethinasamy will take us 
on a global mission trip right at Camp! Explore five must know 
stories of forgotten Lutheran missionaries and their contribu-
tions to society-at-large. He will share a walk-by-faith bonus 
story of learning, un-learning and re-learning of an immigrant 
pastor’s missionary journey to North America! These types of 
stories are an encouragement tool to engage boldly in faith 
conversation and faith applications in the complex heterog-
enous American mosaic

Rev. Dr. Johnson Rethinasamy is the Mission Executive for 
the Atlantic District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) and pastors a multicultural/multiethnic church - 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Whitestone, New York. His 
congregation worships in five different languages. He grew up 
in India.

FAMILY WEEK 5
JULY 22 - 29  JOHN NUNES & ANTHONY BRADLEY
JESUS AS LEADER IN MARK’S GOSPEL
Whether it is our political climate, business culture or even 
in church circles, a decline of trust in institutions and public 
speech is commonly experienced. Jesus’ urgency of mission 
and power of communication in Mark’s Gospel provides a 
sometimes edgy, but refreshing model of savingly credible 
rhetoric.   

The Rev. John Arthur Nunes, Ph.D. is the president of 
Concordia College—New York. Previously he served at 
Valparaiso University and as CEO of Lutheran World Relief. 

RECOVERING CHRISTIAN PERSONALISM: CHRISTIANITY 
BEYOND THE DNC AND GOP
Drawing on cultural observations and Christian social thought 
this session explores the current state of public policy 
discourse and its tendency to reduce people to a set of 
beliefs and categorize them into binary categories of “right” 
vs. “wrong” – a mentality that has infiltrated Christianity with 
harmful consequences. The way forward is to recover the idea 
of individuals as persons created in the image of God.

Anthony B. Bradley, PhD is Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies, Program Chair, Religious and Theological Studies, 
and Director, Center For The Study of Human Flourishing at
The King’s College in New York city.

FAMILY WEEK 2
JULY 1 - 8  SCOTT CHRISTENSON & 
HEATHER CHOATE DAVIS
THE GENESIS OF GENESIS
Few portions of the Bible have caused as much controversy 
and debate as the early chapters of Genesis. Every day, people 
leave behind their faith because they cannot reconcile it with 
the teachings of modern science. But new scholarship is 
showing we may have been misreading Genesis all along and 
that science and religion may not conflict nearly as much as we 
have often thought.

Scott Christenson is the Senior Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church and Schools in Orange, California. 

FAITH IN WORDS
Heather was already a writer when Christ called her to faith 
at 33. Throughout the week, she’ll trace the timeline of her 
creative life, share the thinking behind each work, and invite all 
to join her in “removing obstacles and creating entry points” for 
those who live outside His love.

Heather Choate Davis is an author, speaker, theologian, liturgist, 
creator of The Renaissance Service, creative director for LINC 
L.A., and co-founder of icktank, which provides communication 
tools for churches and schools.

FAMILY WEEK 3
JULY 8 - 15  RON GLUSENKAMP & PETER MAYER
THE FINE LINE BETWEEN SATURDAY NIGHT AND 
SUNDAY MORNING 
Engage in study and conversation regarding the role of culture, 
art, music and catechism in the 500th year of the Reformation.  
What does this mean?

Rev. Ron Glusenkamp is the Director of the Campaign for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Peter Mayer is a singer, songwriter, musician who has toured 
for years with his own band and also as lead guitarist for Jimmy 
Buffett. Those years of playing have taken him to many stages, 
countries, churches, and living rooms. Peter was born in India 
where his father was a missionary.

FAMILY WEEK 4
JULY 15 - 22  SCOTT SEIDLER & 
JOHNSON RETHINASAMY 
TALKING UP THE FAITH:  5 STEPS FOR SUCCESSFULLY 
TALKING ABOUT GOD ALL THE TIME
In this presentation, Pastor Scott Seidler will provide Arcadians 
with a five-part framework for faith-based, God-centered, 
Christ-honoring conversations. Believe it or not (and at this

“I have always felt closer to Him at Camp. There is a peacefulness and 
respite at the lakeshore that cannot be found elsewhere!”
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FAMILY WEEK 6 
JULY 29 - AUGUST 5       GABE KASPER, 
HEATH CARTER & PAUL MAIER, evening lecturer
IMPOSSIBLE CHRISTIANITY: FAITH AMIDST A 
CULTURAL STORM
The Christian Faith in the 21st Century seems increasingly 
irrelevant and absurd. What if that’s ok? What if Christianity 
has always been, in a sense, impossible? During our time each 
day we’ll explore how the obscure claims of Christianity might 
be our greatest hope in the midst of a cultural storm. As the 
ancient church father, Tertullian, stated, “it is certain, because it 
is impossible.” 

Rev. Gabe Kasper is Pastor of ACTS Church Leander, TX.

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM? JESUS IN THE USA
While Jesus is in one sense the most timeless of historical 
figures, the reality is that Americans have imagined him quite 
differently down through the ages. During our time together we 
will explore some of these different understandings of Jesus. We 
will consider how they have informed the history of both church 
and nation, and how they continue to shape our faith today.

Dr. Heath W. Carter is an assistant professor of history at 
Valparaiso University

CHRISTIAN MARTYRDOM FROM NERO TO ISIS
This overview of the heroic faith and courage of those who gave 
their very lives for the faith will be based on ancient, Medieval, 
and Reformation era sources, such as Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, 
but updated to our own time.  

Rev. Dr. Paul Maier is a best-selling author of fiction & nonfiction, 
recently retired as Professor of History at Western Michigan 
University.

 FAMILY WEEK 7 
AUGUST 5 - 12        SCOTT BRUZEK & ARTHUR JUST 
with KEVIN HILDEBRAND, Cantor
REINTRODUCING LUTHER:  THE REFORMATION 500 
YEARS LATER
Luther once complained that some of his opponents treated 
Scripture like a wax nose, turning the text into whatever they 
wanted.  Over the last 500 years, many have done the same 
to Luther himself.  On this anniversary of the 95 Theses, let’s 
read a bit of Luther together and see what he offers to our 
age that points to Christ, justification, Law and Gospel, the 
Word, the Sacraments, and our holy life together.

Rev. Dr. Scott Bruzek is Senior Pastor of St. John Lutheran 
Church in Wheaton, IL. 

Rev. Dr. Arthur A. Just, Jr. is Professor and Chairman of 
Exegetical Theology and Director of Spanish-Speaking 
Pastoral and Diakonal Formation at Concordia Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, IN. 

Kevin Hildebrand is Cantor at Concordia Seminary and St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN.

FAMILY WEEK 8 
AUGUST 12 - 18  (6 DAYS)
MATT POPOVITS & KEN CHITWOOD    
RELIGION UNRAVELED
You may think you have Christianity figured out. But 
chances are a good bit of what you believe is more cultural 
than scriptural, more inherited from others than inspired 
by God. For many their faith is actually a “junk-drawer” of 
philosophical fads, religious-sounding superstitions, and yes, 
some actual Christian doctrine, all wound up and tangled 
together. In these lectures we will examine your major 
misunderstandings about Christianity and replace them with 
something better: Jesus.

Rev. Matt Popovits serves as Lead Pastor of Our Saviour 
New York (OSNY), a family of neighborhood parishes working 
together to love and serve the city of New York. Matt is also 
the host of The Spiritual Howcast on iTunes.
 
WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH ISLAM? 
What is Islam? Do Muslims hate us? Should Christians 
befriend Muslims or be afraid of them? Let’s talk about, 
and answer, the tough questions about Islam and Muslim 
communities around the world, right down the street, and 
living next door. Looking to Jesus’ example and considering 
the reality of religious ritual and belief, we will explore what it 
means to develop meaningful relationships with our Muslim 
neighbors.

Rev. Ken Chitwood is a religion scholar & PhD student at the 
University of Florida in Gainesville, FL studying Religion in 
the Americas and Global Islam (with the Center for Global 
Islamic Studies).  Ken is also Assistant Pastor at First Lutheran 
Church in Gainesville, FL. 
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FAMILY WEEK 9
AUGUST 19 - 25 (6 DAYS)
BILL CWIRLA & YOHANNES MENGSTEAB  
GENESIS TO REVELATION - A FIVE-DAY TOUR 
You’re familiar with the stories and you know some verses, but 
what about the big picture of the Bible? How do these sixty-six 
books collected and written over 1500 years hang together? 
What’s the point of it all? This series is a “20,000 foot” high-
altitude view of the Bible. You will come away with a grand view 
of God’s work in Christ from the Beginning to the End.

Rev. William Cwirla is the Senior Pastor at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
(LCMS) in Hacienda Heights (outside of Los Angeles), CA where 
he has served since his ordination in 1992

THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION IN THE 21ST CENTURY
What does it mean to be a Christian in a non-Christian context?  
The Christian vocation is lived out in the community where the 
Christian finds herself/himself. The challenge in our increasingly 
secular culture is that the Christian must live in a context where 
the cultural norms are daily challenging her/his values. Will the 
Christian have a well-balanced, impactful and evangelistic life 
as did the Christians in the Apostolic church? Will the Christian 
in the 21st century North American context give in to cultural 
pressures and meld in? Or will he live in the culture and be the 
leaven that ferments the dough?     

Rev. Dr. Yohannes Mengsteab is a Mission and Ministry 
Facilitator, Area B, Texas District of the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

LUTHERHOSTEL 
AUGUST 26 - SEPTEMBER 1
JOEL CHRISTIANSEN & BILL DIEKELMAN with 
PAT LEEGE, Cantor
NEVER TOO OLD
When God calls, God provides.  Instead of being limited by our 
capabilities and strength, we press on by the power of God’s 
promises.  In “Never Too Old” we will examine the lives of a few 
of the senior citizens of the Old Testament -   Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, and Caleb.  Their failures will be exposed, their lives will 
inspire, and best of all, we will see Jesus.  We are never too old 
for that!

Rev. Joel Christiansen is Senior Pastor of the Lutheran Church 
of Webster Gardens in St. Louis County. 
 
DOUBLE DOG DARE
Even as a young boy, David faced Goliath on the battlefield.  
We too, during the course of our lifetime, face many challenges-
-some of which seem insurmountable.  Through His Word God 
offers us strength, courage, His presence and peace as He 
shows us ways to face our fears and trust Him completely.

Rev. Bill Diekelman was Oklahoma District President and parish 
pastor in Owasso, OK from 1981 – 2004 and then First Vice 
President of the LCMS from 2004 – 2010.

LABOR DAY FAMILY WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 1 - 4  TREVOR SUTTON
FAITH & SCIENCE: MOVING BEYOND DEBATES
What comes to mind when you hear ‘faith’ and ‘science’ in 
the same sentence? Debates? Disagreements? Disunity? 
It is about time that faith and science move beyond all the 
debates, and find some common ground. This does not mean 
simply overlooking disagreement. Rather, we must go out of 
our way to find the points of agreement while still holding firm 
to God’s truth.

Trevor Sutton is associate pastor at St. Luke Lutheran Church 
in Haslett, MI. He is a graduate student in writing & rhetoric 
at Michigan State University with a research focus on the 
intersection of rhetoric and religion. 

LLL MEN’S RETREAT
SEPTEMBER 7  - 10   MIKE NEWMAN
LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE RETREAT
Join members of the Lutheran Laymen’s League for a long 
weekend of recreation and fellowship. Golf, play softball, & 
enjoy the outdoor offerings of Michigan in the late summer. 
Bible study is offered throughout the weekend.

Rev. Michael Newman is a Mission and Ministry Facilitator in 
the Texas District of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT I
SEPTEMBER 15 - 17 ANGIE GOEKE
OUT OF MUD
A Biblical perspective on dirt and mud, starting with Genesis 
and creation as God made something out of nothing!  In 
our life circumstances we often see only mud, nothing 
worthwhile, while God sees fertile soil! This lively retreat 
answers questions like, “Of what significance are even the 
most mundane tasks? Why do we have to suffer as followers 
of Christ?” and concludes with beautiful imagery in our being 
called, “oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord, that He 
may be glorified.” (Isaiah 61:3) 

Angie serves as an author, blogger, speaker, and worship 
leader. Angie lives in Katy, TX with her four children and her 
husband, Paul, the pastor at CrossPoint Community Lutheran 
Church.
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WOMEN’S RETREAT II
SEPTEMBER 22 - 24  HEATHER CHOATE DAVIS
TURNING INSIDE OUT
We are built for community but find ourselves trapped in an 
inward-turning spiral of our own creation. By naming our 
symptoms—anxiety, loneliness, escapism, loss of purpose—we 
begin to heal, and become the healers Jesus calls each one of 
us to be. 

Heather Choate Davis is an author, speaker, theologian, liturgist, 
creator of The Renaissance Service, creative director for LINC 
L.A., and co-founder of icktank, which provides communication 
tools for churches and schools.

FALL CONFIRMATION RETREATS
These Fall retreats iare designed to be the perfect kick-off to 
the Confirmation year! Confirmands in 7th or 8th grade, along 
with their pastor and adult chaperones, will spend the weekend 
engaged in meaningful Bible study, group discussion, group-
building and fun camp-wide activities.  

There are four weekends to choose from.

FCR I: SEPT. 29 - OCT. 1           DAVE MCGINLEY
Rev. Dave McGinley is an Associate Pastor at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Lisle, IL where he is called to be a mission planter in 
the city of Chicago.

FCR II: OCTOBER 6  - 8        MARC SCHWICHTENBERG
Rev. Marc Schwichtenberg is Senior Pastor of St. John 
Lutheran Church and School, Rochester, MI. 

FCR III: OCTOBER 13 - 15 MATT HOFFMANN
Rev. Matt Hoffmann is pastor of St Andrews Lutheran Church 
and School in Park Ridge, IL. 

FCR IV: OCTOBER 20 - 22 HENRY GRAF
Pastor Henry Graf is pastor at Promise Ministries, a Lutheran 
church he planted in Fort Wayne, IN. 

VOLUNTEER WEEKEND
OCTOBER 27 - 29 CLOSE UP CAMP
This volunteer weekend is when we close the Camp for winter. 
Come enjoy a weekend of work, fellowship, and FREE ice cream! 
Please contact the camp office for further information.

“Camp Arcadia 
continues to provide 
all members of our 

family with a real-world, 
tangible experience of 

God’s unconditional 
love.  And for that we 

are eternally grateful.”

“Time at Camp Arcadia is time of 
connection-to our personal faith, to 
our family  and to God’s beautiful 

creation.  These connections result in 
a renewed spirit and body.“
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APPLY TO SERVE ON STAFF
Camp Arcadia has a variety of opportunities to serve God by serving others.  
There are four categories of staff: full season, summer staff, fall staff, and teen retreat 
counselors. Positions are available in the areas of kitchen, housekeeping, program, 
facilities caretaking, office, archives and media.  All of our staff are housed and 
provided meals on-site at Camp Arcadia.  Our staff are also paid, but you may also 
consider supporting Camp’s mission even further by applying as a volunteer.  The 
application process is the same as paid staff.  To learn more about serving on staff 
and to apply online, please go to Camp Arcadia’s website camp-arcadia.com. The 
application process begins January 1st.

FULL SEASON STAFF
Come and stay the full season (end of May- end of October.)  These full season 
positions are great opportunities to gain leadership experience.  They make great 
internships for students enrolled in programs in culinary arts, business, youth ministry, 
hospitality, recreation, and facility management.

SUMMER STAFF
During the summer we have 40 excellent college-age summer staff member who work 
from Memorial Day through mid-August.
 
FALL STAFF
Once our college staff return to school, we welcome people from high school age 
through retirement to join our Fall Staff.  Staff are welcome to come work a weekend or 
stay up to a few months. 

TEEN RETREAT COUNSELORS
Camp Arcadia’s Teen Week staff consists of about 16 adults that serve for one of the 
two weeklong retreats - Alpha Teen Retreat (second week of June) or Omega Teen 
Retreat (third week of June).  We have positions available as counselors and as camp 
nurses.  Counselors work with groups of 8-11 teens.

SERVE AT 
CAMP ARCADIA
“Camp RKD has a beautiful setting, for sure, but the staff 
at Camp Arcadia makes the most meaningful difference.”

WANTED:  
FULL SEASON STAFF 

We need staff that can stay all 
season (end of May to the end of
October) and assume leadership
roles on staff.  Positions available 

in all departments.
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REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION
HOW TO REGISTER FOR CAMP ARCADIA
Registering for Camp Arcadia is an easy process. 
You can submit your registration form online by visiting 
camp-arcadia.com, or you may mail in a paper registration as 
detailed below. To submit a paper registration, simply complete 
the enclosed registration form and mail (or hand deliver) it to 
the Camp office with your deposit.

Camp Arcadia does not accept registration forms via fax, 
email, or text. The registration form included with this brochure 
may be used to register for any Camp retreat (excluding Fall 
Confirmation Retreats). For the following retreats, use one 
form per household: Family Weeks, Golf and the Gospel, 
Lutherhostel and Labor Day Weekend.  For the following 
retreats, use one form per person: Teen Weeks, Men’s Retreat, 
and Women’s Retreats.

JANUARY REGISTRATION DRAWING
Depending on which retreat you wish to attend, there may 
be many others also trying to register. Generally, the weeks 
with the greatest demand for space are the Family Weeks, 
especially those in July and early August, and the Omega Teen 
Retreat. Due to the high volume of requests for these retreats 
Camp Arcadia conducts a January Drawing. To enter the 
January Drawing for one of these retreats, either submit online 
or postmark your paper form no later than January 11, 2017. 
January 11th is the deadline to participate in this drawing.

Participation in the January registration drawing does not 
guarantee that you will be registered for a retreat. We try our 
best to accommodate as many guests as possible. 
We will email you the results of your registration request by 
February 10, 2017. If you get in, your deposit will be processed. 
If you do not get in, you will be placed on a wait list and your 
deposit will not be processed.

SENDING FORMS AFTER JANUARY 11, 2017
All registration requests postmarked after January 11, 2017, will 
be handled in the order they are received. If all the retreats on 
your request form are full, we will not process your deposit and 
we will place you on the wait list. Depending on the volume of 
requests we receive we expect to notify you about your status 
within 7-10 business days.

WAIT LIST
Guests who are not accommodated through the registration 
process will be placed on wait lists for all retreats listed under 
“retreat preferences” on the registration form. To ensure your 
security, we will not retain your deposit payment information if 
you are put on a waiting list. Upon being placed into a retreat 
the full deposit amount is required.

GROUP RESERVATIONS DURING FAMILY WEEKS
Multi-family groups are welcome to register together for family 
weeks. Groups of up to 25 people from more than one mailing 
address wishing to attend the same week are what we consider 
“Group Reservations.” To make a Group Reservation, either 
enclose all registration forms together in one envelope and mail 
them together or send separately indicating the group contact 
on the registration form and submit (online or mail) by the 
deadline date. The group contact person should be the same 
person on all forms for the group. This person will act as liaison 
between the Camp Office and the members of the group in the 
event that Camp Arcadia needs to coordinate with the group. 
Group Reservations are most easily accommodated in the 
weeks earlier or later in the summer.

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION
• To increase the likelihood of getting into Camp Arcadia for 
a Family Week, please provide multiple options in the Retreat 
Preference section of your registration form.
• Confirmation letters will be sent via email when possible. 
Please provide your email address on the registration form.
• Vacation rates are for the entire retreat. Late arrivals, early 
departures, or missed meals do not reduce the cost.
• During Family Weeks and Labor Day Weekend, teens 15 
years and older are housed with other teens as space allows or 
unless parents request otherwise. Males are in the Assembly 
dorm and females are in Inn rooms.
• Room assignments are made according to your needs; 
we make every effort to ensure your comfort and grant your 
preference. Consideration is given to the number of people in 
your party, bed space and health needs.
• Check-in time is after 3:30 p.m. on the arrival date.
• Check-out time is before 10:00 a.m. on the departure date, 
unless otherwise specified. Your confirmation letter may 
contain additional details.

CANCELLATIONS & CHANGES TO RESERVATIONS
Please notify the camp office immediately of any changes or 
cancellations.
Cancellation Policy for May—August retreats:
• Cancellations before March 15: full deposit refunded
• Cancellations after March 15: $50 cancellation fee
• Cancellation after May 15: cancellation fee equal to full 
minimum deposit.
Cancellation Policy for September—October retreats: 
• Cancellations before August 1: full deposit refunded 
• Cancellations after August 1: cancellation fee is equal to to 
the full minimum deposit
• Cancellations for Fall Confirmation - Please Contact Office
 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
If it is difficult for you to afford a vacation at Camp Arcadia, we 
have a Scholarship Fund available that may reduce your fee by 
up to 50%. To receive an application, contact the Camp Office 
or download one from our website, camp-arcadia.com.



Parent Name (s) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________   _____________________________________________________________   __________   _________________
            STREET                                                                                                  CITY                                     ST             ZIP

Phone Numbers:    Home ___________________________________________________________________________    Cell ___________________________________________________________________________

E-mail  _________________________________________________________________________   Home Church _________________________________________________________________________________
  [FOR CONFIRMATION PURPOSES]                                      

Name                                                                                          Birth Date  Gender Grade      
                      
___________________________________________________________________________________   ______________________   _____________   _____________
___________________________________________________________________________________   ______________________   _____________   _____________
___________________________________________________________________________________   ______________________   _____________   _____________
___________________________________________________________________________________   ______________________   _____________   _____________
___________________________________________________________________________________   ______________________   _____________   _____________
___________________________________________________________________________________   ______________________   _____________   _____________
___________________________________________________________________________________   ______________________   _____________   _____________

o This is a group reservation. Name of contact person is ____________________________________________________
o Wish to celebrate birthday/anniversary of __________________________________________________________________ on _________________
o Wish to dine with or near ___________________________________________________________________
o This is my/our first time at Camp Arcadia

o Does anyone in your family have dietary restrictions or food allergies ___________________________________________

Please rank any of the following that are acceptable using 1ST, 2ND, 3RD, etc
Traditional inn room
Inn room with private bath, 2nd floor only [SURCHARGE APPLIES]

Camp-owned cottage [SURCHARGE APPLIES]

	 o ASPEN   o CEDAR   o SPRUCE   o BIRCH   o JUNIPER
Need 1st floor traditional inn room for health reasons
Single person in room [SURCHARGE APPLIES]

Dorm in assembly building
No housing needed [COMMUTER RATE APPLIES] 
                     I’m staying at: ________________________________________________________________________________

                                 A. Total number of paying guests ___________________     B. Minimum deposit per person $___________________
           C. Total deposit enclosed $___________________  [ A x B ]

Payment method:      o Check [ payable to Camp Arcadia ]        o Discover, VISA or MasterCard       CVV __________________

Card number:  __________________________________________________________________________________________   Exp. [MM/DD]__________________ Signature _______________________________________________________

FOR YOUR SECURITY PLEASE DO NOT FAX OR EMAIL THIS FORM.

OFFICE USE
RM# ________________

DATE  ________________

Please use one form per family 
at same address.

For teen, men’s and women’s 
retreats use a separate form 

for each registrant.

REGISTRANTS                                                                           

 [MM/DD/YYYY]                 M / F           [NEXT YEAR]

[FIRST, LAST]

RETREAT
PREFERENCE

WRITE THE RETREAT CODE 
BELOW IN ORDER 
OF PREFERENCE

1ST CHOICE

2ND CHOICE

3RD CHOICE

4TH CHOICE

5TH CHOICE

 [MM/DD]

HOUSING AND OTHER PREFERENCES                                                                      If you are registering for 
family or Labor Day retreats:
								o	Teens 15 yrs. and older are to 
              share room with parents
								o	Need an 18-month pac-n-play
								o	Need a dining room booster chair
								o	Need a dining room high chair

If you are registering for a teen, men’s or 
women’s retreat then:
     Roommate choice 1. ___________________________________________
          2. ___________________________________________
									o	I am NOT willing to take a top bunk
            For teen week registrants, adult t-shirt size:    
          S    M    L    XL    XXL    __________________________________

DEPOSIT

Photo/Media Release: By registering, I grant Camp 
Arcadia and its agents the right to use, reproduce, 
assign and/or distribute photographs, films, video 
tapes and sound recordings of me, for use in materials 
they may create for the sole purpose of promoting 
Camp Arcadia

PO Box 229,  Arcadia, MI 49613      Phone: 231-889-4361 
Website:  camp-arcadia.com            E-mail:  camp-arcadia@camp-arcadia.com

LIST ALL REGISTRANTS AS YOU WISH THE NAME TO APPEAR 
ON NAME TAG, EVEN IF NAMES APPEAR ABOVE.

                City _________________________________________________________________________________

2017 REGISTRATION FORM
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“We value spending time talking with 
and listening to family and friends. 

 God always feels closer at Arcadia.”

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
2017 SEASON

LISTEN

PO Box 229
Arcadia, MI  49613-0229


